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periodical literature and their newspapers; the
students and real readers, who feed their minds
as other men feed their bodies, road with more
thoroughness and patience than any men T know.
The preliminary examinations for any college
at Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh or Dublin*'are
trifling as compared with the entrance examina-
tions at Harvard, but, on the other lum<U>oth the
classical and mathematical men who take the
highest rank in England go through an amount
of reading that our men hardly dream of. In
America there is a very widespread cduealiou of
the hare; in England there is, confined to narrow
limits, a very thorough-going education of the
tortoise.

But here again, what does this prove ? Who
has not known men with enough university
sheepskin to make a wardrobe, who were sterile
critics, or vacillating incompetents! Who for-
gets how small were the libraries and tin* early
opportunities of Washington*Lincoln, (Jnwl ami
Cleveland! This silent, non^sUculnttng, steady
non-reading race* who have given, until very
lately, almost no attention to general education,
are very often spoken of as dull. On the surface,
to quicker, more responsive, more gewul peoples
this seems true. But beware of believing il! It
is one of those boomerang errors that does harm